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AGAINST 


Gag on! Con ormi ty, 
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l coxsiDER- D. 
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In a "LB TTER « to a e of che 
| Honourable 1 e of mb. ; 
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Printed for Joun CLARK, at the Bible z and 
Crown in the Poultry, near Cheapſide : And 
may alſo be had of J. Robxkrs in Warwick 
lane, A. Dopp without Temple-bar, and 
. Fox in Weſtminſtei-Hall 7576, 4 
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INC E you have inform'd me, there 
will be a Motion in your Houſe, for 
the Repealing the Occaſional Confor- 
 mity and Schiſm Acts, and deſir d my 


2 4 Thoughts on that Subject; I here ſend em 
pou with my wonted Freedom; hoping, that 


if I ſhould not be fo happy, as in all things 
3 tofall in with your Sentiments, you will yet 
be ſo good as to forgive, one whom you know 


do be an hearty Lover of his King and 


„ 2 0 in 20d ann als ain: 
IAN ſuch a Friend to this Deſign, that 
I hope the Motion will be made, by ſame 
Sentleman that has diſtinguiſh'd himſelf by 
his Zeal for King GEORGE, and his Family, 
and ſupported by Perſons of approved Merit 
and Integrity; and that the Event will ſhew, 
that they that are embark'd in it, inſtead; of 
managing at ſixes and ſevens, have a good Ma- 
pority at their back: And then, I am of opi- | 
F LS > - + 


—--4 <4 


* 


aArhong her Members: And yet, 1 muff cake 4 
fel, Tcannot ſee any ſolid Rea fon, rwe 


rally run de 
df Rebellious Principles; 
turn do be fervid 
them, that was not much to the 


1 e 


the 


w you too well, to imagine, chat in 


hee this Deſign, you aim at any thing 
but ſerving the Government. You are not 
likely to be charg'd with Partiality to the ' 


Diſſenters. Nor can I ſee, if they are con- 


fider'd as whit they ate likely to be any 


great Gainers, if you carry your Point ; be- 
cauſe the Chyrch will {till have the great Pla- 
ces of Honour, Truſt, and Profit, Pol, Chong 


Friends 


who are well known to be 


NAS Bhemies to 
and there Was a 


ofthe HR either in its Civil'or Religious 


to be now teviv'd, after their having 
difcoverd' ſe conſtant and ſteady a Regar 
the preſent Eſtabliſhment, and after His Ma- 

eſty, In his Anifiver to th War ate Adereds has 
done them the 


1 | 
geilen ge Stroke 81 pre- 1 
4 cn with, lince the pak i 


thy Govertmint, thould be kepr any longer 
| under Marks of Infamy and Contempt. 3 
Ter was indeed, When they were ene- 4 

onarchy,'.and 


by the thus repreſenting 


eſt : Put it would not be fo decent for 


dt6 


Honour to declare himſelf 
Nec Bebe e and Zeal of he 
ele W HAT = 


rr 2 
bn, In CESS TOM 997 8 . * a - ts 
N EIB y r . as e 


[5] 

7 WAA r 1 have therefore to offer is only 

af- this, That the Repeal of theſe Acts is high] y 
© 7 reaſonable in it ſelf, and will be much for 

| the Service of King George and his Govern- 


ese this Repeal to be highly ape b 
apon many Accounts. The Occaſional 46 
Ald not paſs, without being often rejected. 
it met with great oppoſition, not only from 

many worthy Members of your Houſe, but 
b alſo from many noble Proteſtant Peers, and 
many of the Bench of Biſhops too. This, 
to me, looks as if it was againſt the true 
Genius and Intereſt of the Nation. And its 
of poaſſing at laſt, was owing to a violent Tor- 
er rent, chat threw down all before it that 
ſtood inthe way of the Deſigns then on foot, 

for introducing a Popiſh — to the 
Crown. And tho* ſome who had before 
3 b oppos dit, did then ſeemingly com- 
1 . wk with 1 was not in their power to 
yet tis well known they had not done 

chat, had it not been with a proſpect of gain- 
ing an Intereſt by it, to oppole thoſe De- 
| work ; which Intereſt prov'd not ſo valuable 
as they expected. 
la- Non ſhould it be forgotten what vigo- 
nas rous Effotts were made without doors (while 
elf E matter was ing) by Leſley, and 
he other ſuch furious N Nonjurors, Purely to er 7 


| | the Church; meaning, all che while: 
ar | = Che 


[6] 


Chureh of the Suffragan of Thetford ; which; 
if it has any teal Strength, owes it very much 


I could wiſh Gentlemen would alſo conſi- 
der, who they were in your Houle that 
brought in this Bill, and argu'd' for it, and 
were ſo vaſtly fond on't; as, in a critical 
Juncture, to run the hazard of the common 

Safety, by a Tack, rather than they would 


loſe it. Were they not a part of the laſt 


Miniſtry, whoſe Proceedings (to which this 
Act much help d to pave the way) have been 

ſince fo juſtly cenſur'd 2 And ſhall they have 
room to boaſt, that the Shackles they fram'd 
for their fellow Subjects continue ſtill 2 Have 
not ſeveral of them, who liv'd to the pre- 
{ent Reign, been forc'd to fly their Country; 
and others to be confin'd, that they might 


not kindle a Civil War, and let in Foreigners q 
into our Bowels e And have not all of em, 
from Weſt to North, either been actual Con- 
ſpirators againſt King George, or Favourers 


or Abettors of thoſe that were And why 


ſhould not this Argument plead as ſtrongly 
for favour to Proteſtant Diſſenters in 1717, 


6 e, ranch; like it, wAAaed: wee. 


among the Commons, in 16802 


Ay after all, what are the Fruits of this 
Glorious At? What Good has it done? 
what Effects has it produc'd, that are fit to be 
boaſtedof? It is well knownto have diſplac d 
637, HE 5 


£ ment. It was ſtruggled for by them, that 


4 194 
7-4 number that were firm in the Intereſt of 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion; and it had done ſo 
by ſome others that might be nam'd (in the 
* -Magiſtracy of the City of London in particu- 
lar) if the Hanover Refident interpoſing, had 


7 not- prevail'd with them to deny themſelves, 
for the ſake of the Proteſtant Succeſſor. It 
has kept others of the ſame Stamp out of 
Places, who might have been as likely to 
have had them as their Neighbours. It not 
2 little animated the Tumultuous Rioters, 


and encourag'd the late Unnatural Rebellion, 
' } and ſtill keeps up the hopes of a reſtleſs Fac- 


tion, that ſome way or other they ſhall at laſt 
compaſs their Deſign, in oppoſition to the 
} * preſent Government. And is the Gain of a 
particular Nobleman, with his Intereſt, eſpe- 
3 cially when he's known to be one that can't 

be eaſy, where he does not give Meaſures, a 


\ } ſufficient Compenſation for all this? For my 
part, I can no more believe it, than I can, 


that it is for the Intereſt of Britons to ſuffer 


' ; - themſelves to be hector'd by the Swedes with 
„„ CER AR 


Asp as for the Shiſm Act, that viſibly 
aim d at weakening the Proteſtant Succeſſion, 
and was own'd by its Promoters to be de- 


* +  figndto pave the Way to deprive Engliſhmen 


of their Birthright, and to incapacitate them 
to Vote for their Repreſentatives in Parlia- 


haye 


not tefuſe to allow n. Regard. Fhey 
have born much, and made littiè complaint. 
Tbey have never threaten'd (as tis well 
known ſome others did) that Nature tworld. be 
oo to rebel againſt Principle: They were 

not to be cajoF'd by the V 

Ray & by the Threats of the haft Miniſtry, and 
0 help'd to fave us from the Ruin that: then | 
anc planderd, in the picſent Reign; and ye 


161. 


Intereſt, and oppos d by all that valu d the 4 
rcomm̃en Safety; and t betefore tis hard to 


ing it, but ſuch as Wiſh. in their Hearts the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion had never taken place. 


Let not Gentlemen ſay, what reaſon have 


the Diffenters to expect ach a ſtep as this in 


their Favour? For, beſides that it is not in 
theilt Favour, that the Motion is made for the 


R 


caliar to themiſel 


their Caſe, if they were not freed of thoſe 


-Hardſſiips,' which they were brought under 


bor their Fidelity to his intereſt. 4 
"Wrr'ri er, fuch has been their Carriage, 


loftheſe Acts, it will certainly be very | | 
hank when they can gain 1 that is pe- i 
SS Jene of ing | 
_ CGreorge, mayn't be allow'd to t ö 
all loſe ine ty hints which would be 


ar 3 FF hs * — Og . * — ES 3 4 — 


"hae ſince openly appear d in the Pretender's s 


q 


ſuppoſe, any can be no\v againſt the Repeal- 


| 


N 


5 


that I ſhould think Mei of any Honour contd 


heedles, nor terri- 


aten d. They have been in 


578 not follow d the Government, or 


wean 


5 
0 
2 
- 


? Mininey wolth iheit Slninouts:- The have 
L - tadily u heh the Oaths; Ipoken well and ho- 
*fi6utably of the Gevefent upon all Orca 
ton, a contfibuted as cheartully as ah) in 
the Kingdom to its Support; they have pray d 
for King George; and his Family moſt heartily 
ave und univerſally; and done their utmoſt to pre- 


n lion, and waited with great patience for ſoine 
e | frajes of that publick Govd-will they thought 


pe. | a wilghty thing alter all; för them tb hope 
be freed fromthe diſheurtning marks bf 


1] whoſe Scheines taking place, wonld have 


age, in S, Stephe#'s Qhappel !! 
ould | For my part, 1 muſt confeſs; 1 ear! t help 


to '8xpett the Repeal of thbſb Acts in the 


4 be bad t6 expect to catry them in the Reign of 


in was not anfwer' d; twould with me bt 
*comparitively but a intel mittet; ptovided 
the Publick 


1 thefefore 1 hearblly cdnebt with yon ir H) 


S erer. 


in vent und ſuppreſs the late Unndtural Rebels 


they might expect ih ręetütn: And is it ſurn 


: 


© ſition thy were brought winder by thoſe, 
3 —— prevented King Creorge from ever 
er | ſites dn tlie Byitiſb Throne, ot fach an Houſe 
12 . ef oHmdtis ab yottts; from ever appearing 
thinking that the Diffenters have mote: reaſon 
Reign of King George, than ever the Tories 
Qlsen Anne. Tho! if thelr Expectation here 
en vere birt fafe : flaw ne 58 
vid, | 4 gen, of that; if they ate neglected, f: 
Js the * ſtrefs upon that. Bet them be 
8 


— —— — —— — — 
. * 


1 Fw! 
ever ſo meanly thought of, it may very 
well be expected by them and all hearty 
Lovers of his Majeſty, that the Government 
will be juſt to it ſelf, and not be left deſtitute 
of any neceſſary Support, as it would plain- 
ly be, ſhould theſe Acts remain unrepeal' d. 

Fox nothing can be more evident, than 
that the preſent Government has many Ene- 
mies, not only abroad, but at home; tho 
without the latter, there would be no great 
occaſion for dreading the former. Beſides 
open and avow'd Enemies that refuſe to take 


the Oaths, there are many upon reſerve, and 


in diſguiſe, who are not upon that account 
ever the leſs dangerous. Over and above 
profeſs d Papiſts, it is well known, there are 
many that paſs for Proteſtants and zealous 
Churchmen too, that would leave no Stone 
unturn'd, by which the Overthrow of our 
-prelent Settlement might * promoted. 


Tux fooliſh and ridiculous, as well as abo- 


minably ſcandalous Aſperſions, which in com- 
mon Converſation are very often caſt upon 
the Royal Family; the manner in which they 
that meet with deſerv'd Puniſhment upon 


4 
7 


* 

* 
* * 
— - -£ 


| the Intereſt of the Government; and the 


Concern that may be ſeen in many, when any 
thing happens to encourage them: Theſe 


5 
. t , ; 2 . 3 4.38 
, * n "AT Ss * e <a 
- 2 15 ＋ 1 my 9 0 26h MERIT 
: . * > Re CS Ds 7 — * N 
2 * ny e 5 1 ” r LO” bg 1 — r 3 WIE oe 5 
8 2 25 PLA * 2 2 e a SEL 3 . 3 * , WJ g 
—:. = ]⅛ q , ]⅛˙ . | 
1 * "ad 3&3. W 9: 4 £ 
* N 


4 2 . N 1 : 
AE Cog 8 2 


0 Tas ; N : . 
F . 
* gr 1 
2 rr 


this account are applauded, careſs'd and ſup- 
ported; the Joy that is diſcover'd at an 
thing that tends to diſhearten ſuch as are in 


* 
4 1 


* 
1 a . 1 
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iy © things, together with the numbers that either 
engag d in, or favour'd the late Unnatural. 
Rebellion, and the Compaſſion that was 
wi *thewn to thoſe few that ſuffer d for it, with- 
out any conſideration of the calamitous Con- 
dition we muſtall have been in, had it ſucceed- 
an ed; and the readineſs of many, when that 
> Deſign faild, to imbark in new Intrigues, 
in concert with Foreigners, to involve us in 
Blood and Confuſion, are a notorious and fla- 
grant Proof of this. In ſuch a Caſe, twould 
be plain Injuſtice to the Government, to deny 
it the help of any that bear it an hearty Good- 
| b will; and to be for contracting the number 
of Hands that ſhould defend it, would be an 
I OE TC, 
Is moſt certainly for the Intereſt of 
this, as well as any other Government, to 
© ſtrengthen its Friends, and weaken its Ene- 
mies: And this Repeal would do both. 
o- AI Gentlemen know that the power 
' andinfluence of Juſtices of the Peace is very 
great, all over the Kingdom ; and that it is 
of the laſt Conſequence to have thoſe in that 
Commiſſion true and faithful. Now there 
P- are ſeveral Counties in which, at the preſent, 
1 *tis very hard to find ſuch as are qualify'd 
mm (according as the Law ſtands) to be in Com- 
miſſion, that can be depended on: And it 
ny would have prov'd yet harder, had not ſome 
peen prevail d with to deny themſelves for a 
FTC 


4 — 


Fr] 


whila, prigaly ta ſerve the Government. But 


let this ſtep be taken, and there will be no 
raom left ta complain of a want of fit Per: 9 
ſons to {erye as Juſtices, whereever there 2 2 
occaſion. 125 = 
© MAGISTRATES in Corporations, and 
Officers i in the Lieutenancy, are alſe of great 
— a to the Government, Tis yall 
n that a number are now employ'd 

HO Capacities, that are no hearty Friends of 
ng George, and his Family. The Goyerti- 
A fuftciently appriz d of this, and ma- 
ny con 3 have been made ef it. But 
lee! theſe imo be repeal'd, and ip the 
Courſe wp ns 5 years, we mall have as good 
Magiſtrates in Corporations as the true Lo- 
work” of their Country: need deſire. ; The 
Common Council of Landon would then 
ſoon put on a better Face, and the Liente: 
nancy, through the Kingdom, be in ſafet 
Hands. Mobs and Infurrections will be 
this way prevented, and Conſpiracigs ſoon 
diſcover d and defeated. 1 
Ext us ſuppoſe a foreign Enemy landing 4 
upon us, 'accatding to the warning given by 
his Majeſty in his Speech to the two Houles.; 3 
what a Caſe are we in, if ſuch as are in the 
Intereſt of the Invader or the Pretender have 
Power in their Hands ? Shall we not then lie 
at their Mercy 2 Can we, wonder if out 
e 0 our 4 45 ous api and auf Forts 


l are 
ö | | , 1 * 


6. 
1 


e 


Lay]. 
axe betriy'd intd their Hands? But let all 
F EN without. diſtinction be e d, that 
will be vi only active a 
Enemy, and non 


the common 
= need 2 no 
Danger, The 1 mov'd for. mig! 0 Hep 
Way lave * the Expence 
3 | agg and Treaf 


: 3 3 - x ET 
I 


of a great 
ie, and prevent a 25 e 
error and Confuſſon, chat wou! 
* unavoidable. 
1 "I 1.15 Repeal will help to ſera the Inte- 
2 reſtofthe Government in all Parts of its Do. 
I minions. 
13 wil be for the Advantage of the whole 
* Iſle of Britain, by promoting Unity, and 
N | Trade, and allo by hejping to ſecure us of 4 
© good Parliament, when the 


[ 4 Time of ; this is 
2 oxpix 


lam well affur d it oce 
I | Tie Concern to. ſome very ſenſih 
1 thy Gentlemen, to. think 
* (beſides an 1 2 ſtruck between 
4 Houſes) might fall out, to make a pa 
tion of this Parliament neceſſary; and how. 
- faint a Proſpect we have of another of the 
our Corporations. are, 
not fixſt- better ſettled. The next Election, 
in all probability, would be in the Field; 
urn Sword in Hand; and who can tell how 
| 1 Blood might be ſpilt, before we ſhould, 
come to be ſettled? And how Conporations 

ought into the Intereſſ of the pre- 
by e withougt this Repeal is hard 


le and wats 
bow: man 


| ans Complexion, if 
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Ix would particularly turn to a good ac. 
count to South Britain. For ſo many Soldiers 
1 as now are ſo neceſſary to keep the Peace (the 
1 maintaining whom is what many complain of, 
i as being expenſive, and having a tendency to 
enſlave us) would be no longer needful, wen 
once the Fear of foreign Invaders is over, were 
but the Commiſfion of the Peace, and our 
Corporations, in better bande. 
| © North Britain alſo would be this way eas d 
| of ſome of its preſent Fears, and be brought 
to a better reliſh of Union with us. 
| Ireland would conſiderably find its Ac- 
li cCJount in it. For whereas the Hands of a great 
Body of that People, whoſe Loyalty and Zeal 
| | King George has lately  declar'd himfelf 
"nt  Jully coninc'd of, are in that Kingdom at 
preſent ſo tied up, that they are not able, 
| upoòn ſuppoſition of a new Rebellion amongſt 
ſ/ them, to defend themſelves, or aſſiſt their 
- Proteſtant Brethren (which they have never 
hitherto been backward to do) they, upon this 
Repeal, would not only be able to ſecure 
_ themſelves, but alſo to keep the Ir: under, 
and prevent their giving their Brethren any 
WW  Diſturbanceor Uncaſinef, I 


FA 


Dx $2. 8 wth | 


would help to lay that Spirit, which has been 
raisd and fomented amongſt thoſe diſtant } 
Britiſh Subjectz, by the Ozcafional At. 
„ ö 1 N 5 e | 
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to the producing 
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135 wok 
ſo much Miſchief in ſome 
Parts, and particularly in Carslina, as has 
been more than once complain'd of in Parlia- 


ment. 03 / tot apts od gta 
4 Bur, on the other hand, let theſe Acts re- 
main unrepeal'd, and I cannot fee that any 


thing elſe can with Prudence and Safety be 
depended on, long to keep the Government 


Wy! 


a 3 


ut 
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ſon to be thankful, 
the late Struggle. Had the Rebellion broken 
out in the 
_ 2 Nerth, as was deſign d; or had the Pretender 


JJͥͤ ĩ²?ͤ , 
1 Foreign Alliances are undoubtedly highly 


advantageous. They add to the Glory of our 
Sovereign, ſtrike a Terror into our Enemies, 
and help to ſtrengthen our Security; and yet 
they can't ſupply the place of repealing theſe 
Acts: For they can neither help us to a Whig 
3 Parliament, nor {ave us from iT 

nor give that Acceſſion of Strength to the 
Friends of King George, upon a ſudden E- 
mergency, that may be this way expected. 
Iuꝝ Intereſt of Low-Charch, conſider d as 
ſeparate from the Diſſenters, I take to be in- 
ſufficient to ſecure the Government. High- 
= Church. and Papiſts joining together, with a 


ory. Miniſtry, 


1 foreign Force to back them, will bid fair for 
bein g too ſtrong for them. And we have rea- 


they did not prove ſo, in 


eſt at the ſame time as in the 


come ſooner into Sotland, or the Rebels at 


| ll led their ground ar Prin, or ha 
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iert are not allow 
Seale. ke 


cf king 
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to have fought their Way through at 


ehe, of had they but kept t6 gether; till 
thoſe that ſtood on tip- toe to be 5 them 
Hack declar'd In thelt favour, Tur vety in- 
Flinable to bellere Low-Chtorth, Teparitely 
confider'd, Had been aground, and mlt have 


calkd in Help from the Diſſene?s - hay the 
actually had it in ſome Parts withotit a5King 


Maligtity hath appeaFd arhong the Fadibn, 
fince the Rebellion was fuppteſs d, tather 


theres ; and fo It may be Gerſet, if lie Diſ- 
d to help to turn the 


11s wat RoW is Getitfetnen to be che 
uno talk of ſome, that as in the Time 

Janet, the Dilſetiters, with à fe 
Far bre (6) Chitchmet, — the firſt Eſſa 


* on cv — 


they they had the Courage, ihikad bf fürfenüer:- 


Tor it; "ad the Rebellion had been Boner 
quasi d, had they accepted more of it. But 
fow tis plain to all that make any Obſerva- 
tion, that 4 Spirit of implacable Kaneotic ald 


070 than before, So that upon the Arta! 
2 of ay 9 7 5 Force, ittd 4 new Inſurrectiõm 
1 lVes, tis hi Shy probable; more 
ane eclare againſt the Govethmienit tfiaf hi. 
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the Body of the Churth Fl in, it did it ied $ 
fich 4 welt, thit'atr Abdicatith and a RR. 
 Dolation: foot follow So alf6, chit tho” the 7 
t Ellay of the Papiſts, \vitha few were 1 | 
£5 urch- 2? 


F i 

2 Churchmen, fail'd of ſucceſs againſt the pre- 
it ſent Government, yet that at the next At- 
> tempt, when the Body of the Church falls 
in, (I ſuppoſe they mean Parſon Hotel's 
n- Church) we ſhall not fail of a new Revolu- 
5 tion. And can it be Wiſdom to run the ven- 
ture of this? Say that Low-Charch might; 
exerting it felf to the utmoſt, be able to ſe- 
cure the Government alone; yet why ſhould 
they be unwilling to have an Additional 

Strength, with which they may do it better, 
and run leſs hazard? Let us ſuppoſe, that 


» 


34 more, who are at preſent ſhrowded under the 
J. Name of the Church, ſhould fail at a pinch, 
Er than was expected or imagin'd, will they not 
al be aſham'd to have ruin'd the Nation for a 
zun Fancy? Not that I apprehend the Diſſenters 
i would, in an Extremity, be backward to help 
2. to fave their King and Country, tho' they did 
iſ. 3 not do it exactly in Mood and Figure, and 
> ſome uſual Forms were wanting: I have a 
better Opinion of them, than to imagine it: 
And yet think it not very ingenuous in their 
= Brethren, to abuſe them for this their Gene- 


1 


rous Diſpoſition, that they'll be ready to 


. 


„ _helpatlaſt. Their Help may come too late 
en for the Publick Benefit. The Diſſenters may 
do the Government ten times the Service 
now, that they could be capable of doing, 
+% if they are neglected till Things come to ex- 
4 dremity. And muſt they after all be kept out 

rr 1 upon 


Nen a Pique of Honour? Will it be a ſuf- 
cient Compenſation to the Nation for its 
Ruin, for it to be ſaid, that this was to pre- 
vent any Party but meer Lom- Church, from 
having a Share in the Honour of ſaving it? 
Bur after all, where is this Low-Church 
that is ſo powerful, to be found? And where 
lies its ſtrength * Oxford is boaſted of by 


High- Church, and their Carriage ſufficiently 


ſpeaks for them; the Low-Charch muſt not 
Pretend to much Intereſt there. Nor can 
Toes Chung make any great boaſt of Cam- 
bridge neither, (tho' perhaps the better of the 


two) if Mr. Serjeant Millar has given the 


World a true Account of it. And if the 
' Fountains are corrupted, what can we expect 


from the Streams? What myſt be ſaid to the * 


Cathedrals? Are they conſpicuous for Loyal. 
ty and Zeal? If they Were, how came the 
E. of A. to be choſen High-Steward of Weſt- 


— 


minſter, in the room of his Brother the D. of 
O. by half the Dignitaries of the Abbey, 
with the Dean at their Head? Was not this 
an open Affront to the Goyernment, inſtead 
of a Proof of an Inclination to ſupport it? 
And were it not eaſy to name ſeyeral other 
Collegiate Churches beſides, where one half 


of the Dignitaries, or more, may juſtly be 
ſuſpected to be in an oppoſſtte Intereſt to that 
af King George, and his Family? Or does the. 
Seat Intereſt of Lou urch, that the Go. 


3 


vernment 
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1 g | vernment is to have all its dependance on, lie 
in the Gentry a and Clergy , diſpers dall det 


che Kingdom? 1 am not r all inclin'd te le. 


ſen the number of true Lovers of their Count 

"iy; I heartily wiſh them a great Encreaſe: 

But I think if we may make an) Judgment 
as to theſe; from the little ase they have 
had to prevent Riots and Fumults, it would 
4 tempt a Man to fear, that a great part of 
them would add but little weight, upon 
© ſuppoſition! of a new Rebellion 5 " ankeſs it 
1 were on the wrong Side: nor can it be 
wonder'd at by any "one that does but confi- 


der that the Notions of Hereditary Right, and 


Lineal Succeſſion, have been e ſuck'd 


in by them, as firſt Principles, in the Courſe 


of their Education. And if theſe Things are 
taken together, there appears but little Rooni 
*left to imagine or expect that Lot Church 
ſhould be able to do great Feats alone, while 
the Diſſenters are excluded: But if they are 
taken together, and act in concert, they need 
not fear Higb- Church and Papiſts, This way 
Lom. Church will not only be Karcher ſtrength⸗ 
end by the Addition of other Hands; but 
the very number of Lo- Church Men will it 
1 ſelf increaſe: Becauſe many that attend at their 
Pariſh Churches, and no where elſe, will then 
venture to own theniſelvesto be Lo- Church, 
| wa * are at preſent afraid, or aſham'd to 
: C a acknow- 
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zeknowledge it, leaſt they ſhould be ſtigma- 


tiz'd or expos d. 


PROVI DIN for the payment of the pub- 
lick- Debts, and fatisfying Parliamentary: Se- 
curities, about which we have had ſo much 


Diſcourſe of late, is certainly neceſſary to our 


Safety, and . not capable of anſwering that 
End, if theſe Acts remain unrepeal'd. For 


we may be inſlav d and romaniz d with Mo- 


ney: in our Pockets, as well as in the Funde; 
tho it will make us but a very poor amends; _ 
And it will be much better, to let the G- 


vernment ſtill. keep our Money, at ever ſo 


low an Intereſt, when all Hands are. employ- j 
ed to defend it, than for us to have it in our 


own keeping, and be pillag d, and plunder d, 


either by Foreigners or Fellow Subjects, for 
want of Hands enough to defend us. 


No Man has a greater Opinion than I, of 


the Valour and Courage of our Soldiers and 
their Commanders, and next to the Provi- 
dence of Almighty God, and the Prudence 


of King George, I expect moſt from them in 
caſe of Invaders from abroad, or new Inſur- 
rections at home: And yet I cannot fee, how 
we can depend even on tliem for our Security, 
mould theſe Acts remain unrepeal'd, - For 
verſe, from any conſiderable: ſtanding Force, 
ny longer than it's abſolutely neceſlary. Th 4 
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ſo at the preſent; and therefore tho' there are 
ſome that would be willing enough to com- 
plain and murmur, yet the Body of the Na- 
tion is eaſy. But it cannot be expected, that 
it ſhould be always ſo, or continue ſo long. 
Time will come, when a Britiſh Parliament 
will not fail of being for laying it down. 
And ſhould that be done, before Corpora- 
tions are fix d in the Intereſt of the Govern- 
ment (which was one of the firſt Cares after 
the Reſtoration, and can hardly be too ſoon 
diſpatch'd now) we may well dread the 
thoughts of the Confuſion that would enſue. 
But let theſe Acts be repeal'd, and the Deſign 
of an Invaſion once over, and a number of 


our ſtanding Forces may be disbanded with 
Safety, and no ill Conſequences to the Go- 


yernment-need be apprehended. —\ _. 
Tux Regulating our Univerſities is a farther 
Step I. find moſt Gentlemen reckon neceſlary 
to the publick Safety; and I think the World 
is much oblig'd to Mr. Millar for the Proof 
he has given of it: But I cannot perceive it 


would ſecure us, unleſs theſe Acts are re- 
* peal'd. : For ſhould the very Methods which 


he propoſes be taken, they muſt have time in 
which to* operate. And before the ſeven 
Years he mentions were run out, we might 
be ruin'd for want of having all Hands em- 


2 ployd by the Government in its Defence, 


— 


When it is attack d from all Quarters: And 


$1 . FR 


1 [48] 
perhaps it may be more damag'd by the Aſ- 
faults of pretended Friends, than of open 
„ 77H 75 757 Pr Bi TI8 
Bur you intimate, tis ſaid by ſome, that 
the Repeal of. theſe Acts would now be n- 
ſedſonable ; and therefore it were better de- 
ferr d. But why wnſeaſonable? Can it ever 
be #nſeaſonable to ſtrengthen ſuch a Govern- * 
ment as ours, for which we have fo much 
cauſe to be thankful, and which we could 
not have obtain'd without a train of as won- 
derful Steps of Divine Providence, as can be 
produc'd out of any Hiſtory ? Can it ever 
be unſeaſonubie to ſupport an Eftabliſhment, ? 
that gives us the Proſpect of the Continuance 
and Security of our Religion, Liberty, and 

roperty, and every thing that is valuable, 
when it is well known many are at work in 
contriving Ways and Methods to overthrow 
ite How can it be unſeaſonnble, at a time 
when the Hands of all that are faithful are 
highly needful, to throw in an additionak ? 
Strength to a Government, which, if it be 
but continu'd, gives us ground to hope, that 
we and our Poſteriry ſnall be as happy a Peo- 
ple, as any in the World? If this be really 
4 good Work, J can't ſee why we ſhould-de- 
fer putting it in Execution, which might 
have no ſmall hazard attending it. 


or 


l have thought of the matter pretty cloſely, $ 
and cannot imagine how any Time could poſ- 


3 . 
9 ſibly be more ſeaſonable, for the Repeal of 
theſe Acts, than now that we have thoſe in 
2 conſiderable Poſts in the Government, who 
did their utmoſt to prevent their paſſing into 
Acts, who cannot therefore be againſt repeal- 
ing them, without declaring they have alter'd 
their Principles; which few Gentlemen, I 
Z conceive, will be very willing to do. What 
can be more ſeaſorable, than now we are got 
through one Rebellion that was very ill con- 
certed, and ſeem upon the Borders of ano- 
ther, concerted much better, with a more 
conſiderable foreign Force to back it, to fix 
things on ſuch a bottom, as may moſt effectu- 
ally tend to curb and reſtrain thoſe, whoſe 
Inclination will lead em either to fide in with 
the Invaders, or fayour them all they can ? 
„ What can be more ſeaſonable, than now that 
n we have a Parliament, that is to continue ſe- 
ven Years from its firſt aſſembling, to take 
the proper Method for ſecuring another Par- 
liament as much in the Intereſt of the Go- 
vernment as this, before that Time expires ? 
de And I myſt confeſs, Im wholly at a loſs to 
at find any thing that will fo effectually do this, 
1 as the Repealing theſe Acts. Let this be now | 
ly deferrd, and Tm very apprehenſive one of 
e- theſe two things will follow: Either we muſt 
ht run the hazard of a Tory Parliament, or the 
Fvreſent Parliament muſt by a new Act be con- 
ys, Frinu'd for a yet longer time; which may Ker: 
1 aps 
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haps be found to have its Diſſiculties, when 
it comes to the Tryal; and will be very like- 


ly to have this Effect among others, that it 
will make the Oppoſers of fuch a Continua- 


tion, the moſt popular Men in the Kingdom. 


I have had occaſion to obſerve, that when 


any thing has been moy'd for in favour of 
Diſſenters, or even that Juſtice might be done 
them, it has been the common Evaſion of 


Stateſmen and Politicians to ſignify to them, 


that tho' it was but fit what was mention d 
ſhould be done, yet this was not the proper 
| Seaſon for it. This was the common way in 
King Charler's time, reviv'd in the Reign of 
King William, and continu'd in the Reigns of 
Queen Anne, and King George. But this Ex. 
cuſe has been ſo often repeated, that it is 
perfectly worn out; and is grown ſo ſtale and 

threadbare, that there's ſcarce a Man to be 
met with, that can be thereby impos'd on. 


Should any one (eſpecially that eats King 


Georges Bread) offer at this time of day, to 
fay that this is no proper Seaſon for fo good 
and neceſſary a Work as this, of ſecuring fuch }. 
a Government as ours, by all the additional 
Strength that can be given it, for fear of their 
being thrown into the Hands of the D:ſſenters, 7 


* 


24 
. . 


their being too much favour'd, it will, 
by all Men, be underſtood to be in effect a 
declaring" that nothing is ever to be done for 
them ſince a properer Seaſon cannot ade. 1 


e 


Xx 


der 
can be loſt, by his taking a Step that is fo ne- 
of 


: | 


; 
| 0 


on. conjunction with Low-C 


4 Capacity of eaſily obviating all that others 
od 


Do Diviſion, it tends to ſtrengthen the Govern- 
ſuch ment, and not to weaken it; and therefore it 
onal 2 cannot be blam'd- by ſuch as are hearty in its 
JFC 
les Bor ſay that ſome may be this way diſo- 
vill, 7 blig'd: Is that a ſufficient Argument againſt 


what is plainly for the Intereſt of the Govern- 


. 


ect a 


for 


on'd. | 


And they muſt be 


W FF FE 
, „ 


. 
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veaker. than many People 


” 


- 


— 


reckon m, after all the Jeſts that have been 


what they have to truſt to. 
h ur it ſeems this is a Step will create Divi- 
ſion: And are we then to run the hazard of 
having the Government overthrownz for fear 


ſppent upon them, if this don't ſatisfy them 


of Diviſion? I take it to be capable of Proof, 


which to à reaſonable Man. may be as ſatis- 
factory as a Demonſtration, That King George 
will gain by it, much more than he van pol- 
ſibly loſe. For he cannot depend on any that 
ceſſary as this, to his own and the publick Safe- 

And as for thoſe whoſe Service he this 
Way gains, having their Hearts before, and 
being fully convinc'd of their Loyalty and Zeal, 


be may not only depend on the utmoſt they 
can do for him in any 25 but they, in 
hurch, will be in a 


can do againſt him. So that if there be a 


1 . 


ment ? Whenever you put it to the Tryal, it 


aug Lan be oppos d but by two ſorts of People: 
II 1 [- | 2 to we D . 
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Elther by ſuch, as tho' they live under the 
Protection of this Government, yet are de- 
ſirous of a new Revolution; or ſuch, as tho”, 
they truly love the Government, are yet 
afraid that this will not do it Service, but 
create new Heats. If the former of theſe 
are diſoblig'd, I take it to be fo much the 
better; becauſe tis a Proof that they are con-— 
 vinc'd-this Method tends to croſs their 955 = 
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ſigns, which is a good Argument in favour o 


it. And if the latter ſhould; be à little diſ- 
oblig d for the preſent, their Love to the o- 
vernment will keep it from going far; and 
their ſeeing their miſtake afterwards, cannot 
but help to ſet them right. - But whoever are 
diſoblig'd, let Gentlemen judge, whether tis 
fit that the Fear of that, ſhould diſcourage 
them from taking a Method that tends to 
| keep the Body of the loyal Subjects of King 
George, from lying at the Mercy of ſuch, as 
are in the Intereſt either of the Pretender, or 
of tho King of Scyeden; whether he be his 
Deputy, or his Rival: And, alſo, whether it 
*be-more reaſonable to gratify real Enemies, 
that appear in the diſguiſe of Friends, to 
the difobliging Subjects of known and ap- 
#rov'd Loyalty and Zeal, or to gratify: a 
number of real Friends and loyal Subjects, 
by putting em into a Capacity of curbing 


known Enemies: And Hiethinks it's no hat, 


tniateer to judge in ſo plain a Cale. 


You | 


ö 2 4 BY 

\ 1 'You tell me, you find an Argument will 
4 be drawn, from the Number and Strength of 
1 the Tories, who will be againſt this Repeal : 

1 4 But that, I confeſs, I take to be an excellent 
Argument for it. For if they are ſo ſtrong 
and numerous, after they have had fo much 
; 3 to weaken them, tis certainly high time to 
, 3 guard our ſelves againſt then), that we may 
not lie any more at their mercy. I can 
Td ſafely turn their own Words upon them 
f in their celebrated 'Memorial, with a very 
- F little change. If the Strength of the Tories 
- FF fill ſo⸗ conf derable, as to make it dan- 
d 3 . gerowto provoke them, by eaſing their Fellbeu- 
t. _ Subjects, of whoſe Loyalty and Zeal the Co- 
e t wernment is fully convinc'd; this is fo far from 


is being an Argument againſt the Repeal deſir d, 


e T fat it is a good Argument for it. For if their 
o }  Tatereſtic ſo formidable, as to make it hazardous 
gs 0 offend them, it is full time to venture their 
as Diſpleaſiere, when there is ſuch reaſon to dr ead 
r their Power. And if they are not, ſo terrible, 
is e they would make the World believe they are, 
it 3} t is prudent to 70 event their being ſo. 
85 Axorhx Argument you intimate, is this: 
to That it is but a ſmall and inconſiderable Par- 
p- 1 *: 1 7 that would be this way gratify'd.,, I ſup- 
2 poſe you mean, itis inſinuated that the Diſſe, 
ts, | text ate fo; and Tam not furpriz'd at the pug- 
4 geſtion. For Iperceive thele Diſſenters are a 
1 bert of 7 e tice happen to og : they for- 
has D 3 midable 


| Ef 28 * L 
midable or contemptible, on Us: as either 
of thoſe: Views beſt ſerve the Purp oſes of 
thoſe who have declar'd themſelves choir Ene- 
mies. I have ſometimes. heard them repre- 
lente d as a Body of People that were much 
tobe dreaded, -becauſe of their Numbers, 
their Union, their concerted Meaſures, their 
Secreſy, their having the trading Part of the 
Nation ſo much in their Intereſt, and their 
Steadineſs to a Man to the preſent Goyern- 
ment. I have in other Company heard the 
very ſanie People fun down, as very deſpica- | 
ble for their Number and Intereſt, and ſo in- 
ſignificant; as not to deſerve any Re ard. For 
my own part; I know them to pes a con- 
ſiderable Body, take them together, and 
to have no final Influence in Elections 
of Members of- Parliament, when-they are Ja 
united among themſelves, and with Low- Ib 
Church; and. the: Publick had the Benefit of |C 
it in K. (Harlec's Reign; and alſo in K. George's. a. 
Their Intereſt in Corpor tions, and among the 
trading and monied Part of the Nation, is 
not deſpicable. And I am well ſatisfy d, that 
et them but have-tolerable. Uſage, and their 
Zeal. for King George is ſuch, that they” will 
exett themſelves, beyond what.can be 177 
ted, in the Service of the Government. And 
58 the Fear of th is the reaſon, Py hy. ſome 
are ſo umvilling they Kong be reed from 
| chop CEN Clogs 22 i the fee of 
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it the true reaſon why many of their FeHlow: 
Subjects, who value them not as 1 
and would like them much better, did they 
fall in with the National Eſtabliſhment, are 
yet deſirous they ſhould be freed from their 
Shackles, that the Government may have the 
Benefit of their hearty and zealous Service. So 

that it is not the Diſſenters haxely that would be 
this way gratify'd, but the moiſt hearty Friends 
of King George, and his Government, who are 
as diffrent in their Principles and Temper 
from the Diſſenters, as the Diſſenters are from 
the Eſtabliſh'd Church. And take theſe hoth 
together, and J hope no Man will refuſe to 
hs them to paſs for a very conſiderable 


To crown the whole, you tell me, vou 
are apprehenſive upon the Motion, there will 
be a Revival of the Cty of the Danger of the 


8 Church. But there is no great matter in that, 


as long as there can be no Danger in it to real 
Religion, about which they that cry out a- 
bout the Danger of the Church, art cammonly 
leaſt concern'd. I hope the Magick of that 
Cry is almoſt worn out and ſpent. ' I am ſure 
Ramen, as well as your ſelf, are of 

opin 


opinion, that unleſs theſe Acts are repeal'd, 
id | whatever becomes of the Church, the State 
» | will be in danger; and 1 ſhould think, that 

might be allow'd an equal Concern- for Selt- 
e of | preſervation with the Church, 
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; Fo 1 if things are come to that paſs; that 
he Church can never be ſafe and out of dan. 
„ger, till King George is dethron d, and we 
AP neu Revolmion; Til venture to ſay 

lb the Conſequence what it will) tis no} 

„Thurch of G 0 d's appointing F it 15 a Church, 


By, „ for whichno true Proteſtant | can have any 


„ affection? It can be none but Parſon Paul; 


b "Und Parſofl Horpells Church: It has not the 


1: Raft footing: in the Word of God: It muſ 
come to nothing, of elſe we muſt at once be 
ny -Papifts, Slaves, and Fools. And from ſuch : 
| Church, Cod Lord deliver us. 4 
",* Pawvs, in compliance with your, Deſire, 
Have with ſome freedom confider'd th 
Affair, in which 1 e — you good } 
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